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2018
Miss Rodeo Okeechobee
Miss Teen Rodeo Okeechobee
Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Princess
Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Sweetheart
                                                 Pageant
OFFICIAL PAGEANT RULEBOOK

Pageant Rules and Regulations (Rev. October 2013)

CONTESTANT ELIGIBILITY: Each contestant in the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant shall:

1. Be a natural born female that has:  MRO (19-24) has obtained the age of 19 years and shall not obtain the age of 25 years by December 31, of the pageant year; MTRO (15-18) has obtained the age of 15 years and shall not obtain the age of 19 years by December 31, of the pageant year; MROP (11-14)  has obtained the age of 11 years and shall not obtain the age of 15 years by December 31, of the pageant year; MROS (7-10) has obtained the age of 7 and shall not obtain the age of 11 years by December 31, of the pageant year.
2. If contestant is not presently enrolled in school, she must be a high school graduate or hold a GED.

3. Must not have previously been, or presently be, married and/or pregnant. 

4. Be a resident of Okeechobee County or surrounding counties, and shall reside within these boundaries during her reign. 

5. If contestant is a state or national titleholder of any other pageant in the year of competition, MRO activities must take precedence.

6. Have executed all consents and/or waivers of liability/ and completed all requirements of entry presented as conditions precedents to competition.

7. Have never been disqualified and/or title forfeited in the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant or any other local or state pageant/contest. 

8. There is no limit to the number of times an individual can compete in the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant, as long as the contestant meets eligibility requirements and has not won the Miss title, in the category she is entering. 

9. Must abide by all rules and regulations of the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant.

10. Must never have been convicted or pled no contest to a felony charge.

Any contestant not meeting the qualifications set forth above shall be denied the right to compete in the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant.  

RULES OF CONDUCT

1. Contestants must conduct themselves in a proper lady-like manner and portray high moral standards at all times.  

2. Contestants will not be permitted to drink alcoholic beverages, use illegal narcotics, paraphernalia, tobacco products, or use foul language at any time during the pageant or her reign.
3. Contestants, or any individual related to a contestant, must not approach Judges with the intent to influence or harass.

4. Contestants will not be allowed to carry or use cell phones until the completion of the pageant. 

5. Parents and friends are encouraged to attend pageant activities, but will not be allowed to visit with contestants once pageant begins. Any items to be given to the contestants should go through the Pageant coordinator.
6. Contestant, her family and friends are expected to display the highest degree of sportsmanship during the pageant and particularly following the Coronation Ceremony.    

7. Contestants will be well prepared, groomed, dressed appropriately and on time for all activities.  

8. Contestant will not accept coaching, prompting or assistance of any kind from family or friends during competition.  

Failure to abide by these Rules of Conduct may result in disqualification from the competition.  Any and all illegal activity will be reported immediately to authorities.    

LOSS OF TITLE AND BENEFITS: Subsequent to the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant, any person being awarded the title of MRO, MTRO, MROP,MROS shall not; 

1. Become married and/or pregnant; be charged with and/or determined to have committed any crime of moral turpitude at any time prior to or during her reign.

2.  Compete in and/or otherwise participate in any other beauty and/or talent contest, pageant and/or activity that will interfere with her official MRO duties.
3. Solicit, negotiate, or contract with any third person for appearances, photographs, interview, sponsorship, and/or endorsement, during the year of her reign. Miss Rodeo Okeechobee has an Official Facebook page and Website.  The reigning queens and their parents will be granted permission to post photos and comments. Until created by the Pageant Director or Queen Coordinator, there will be no further social media sites created by the contestants or Queens at this time.  
4.  All advertising must be pre-approved by the Pageant Coordinator.

Upon the occurrence of any of the above events, the title of Miss Rodeo Okeechobee/Miss Teen Rodeo Okeechobee/ Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Princess/Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Sweetheart together with any and all benefits derived by such person, shall be forfeited, and awarded to the next qualified runner-up. If such is discovered after her reign, the winner may be liable for repayment of any cash or awards she may have received during her reign. 
JUDGING GUIDELINES: Miss Rodeo Okeechobee, Miss Teen Rodeo Okeechobee will be judged in four categories: Horsemanship, Personality, Appearance, and an “Other” category comprised of the scores from a contestant’s interviews, extemporaneous speech, impromptu/rodeo questions, introductions, written test, modeling, lunch tickets sold, rodeo tickets sold, etc. A separate scoring will be done for photogenic and are not added into a contestant’s final score.  The Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Princess will be asked to go through the same scoring process as the older contestants with the exception of written test and only has the option to ride as an exhibition in the set pattern and free style pattern.  The Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Sweetheart contestants will not ride in the competition, nor take a written exam.
A. Judges 

1. There will be three or more judges depending on the number of contestants, with all judges qualified to judge all categories. 

2. Judges will judge all categories of the Pageant.  Should a judge become incapacitated during the pageant, judging will continue with remaining judges, for the remainder of the pageant or until the incapacitated judge can resume.
3.  All decisions are final. 

B. Judged Events 

1. Horsemanship:  (MRO/MTRO) Each contestant will participate in two go-rounds of the horsemanship competition.  Round one will be a 1.5 minute pattern attached.  All contestants will use their own horse.  At the discretion of the Judges, pattern may be altered.  A second go-round will be a 1.5 minute free style pattern created by the contestant. (MRO Princess) Each contestant has the option participate in horsemanship competition. A 1.5 minute pattern is attached. No extra points will be accumulated for riding.  All contestants will use their own horse. All horses entering the Equestrian Facility grounds are required to have a current health inspection and Coggins test. 

2. Introductions:  (MRO/MTRO) Each contestant is required to give at least a one minute speech on why they want to be MRO/MTRO.  (MRO Princess)(MRO Sweetheart) Each contestant in one minute or less is required to introduce themselves and tell why they would like to be the next MRO Princess/Sweetheart.
3. Interviews (Personality & Horsemanship): The judges will interview each contestant privately. Questions asked will test the contestant’s knowledge of the pageant, professional rodeo, horsemanship, and current affairs. Each contestant may be interviewed on each of the following categories: knowledge of tack, horse care, feeding, diseases, anatomy, etc.; knowledge of professional rodeo, explanation of standard PRCA events and animal rights. Horsemanship interview will follow the set pattern.
5. Extemporaneous Questions:  MRO/MTRO Extemporaneous questions will be asked of each contestant during pageant functions. Questions may relate to the sport of professional rodeo, equine science and/or current events. 

6. Rodeo Question: Knowledge of PRCA and ranch rodeo is a must.

7.  Modeling:  Contestants will model, prior to their introduction. 

8. Written Test:  MRO/MTRO only.  A written test will be given to MRO/MTRO contestants.  The test may include but is not limited to aspects of Okeechobee County, Rodeo, Horsemanship, Equine Science, Current Events, Etc. This test is worth 100 points.  The results of the test will be added into the contestants’ final score.

9. Photogenic Quality:  The judges will score the required color 8” x 10” vertical, head and shoulder photograph submitted by each contestant, to determine the winner of this category. (No hard or stiff backing on photographs or outdoor photos.  Photographs should be labeled on the back with contestant name and category). 
C. Category Winners (MRO and MTRO will compete separate from Princess and Sweetheart.
1. Appearance. The winner of the Appearance category will have the highest cumulative total of appearance scores received in all judged events. 

2. Personality. The winner of the Personality category will have the highest cumulative total of personality scores received in all judged events. 

3. Horsemanship. The winner of the Horsemanship category will have the highest cumulative total of horsemanship scores received in all judged events. 

4.  Congeniality.  Contestants will vote for Miss Congeniality. 
D. Scoring 

1. The contestant receiving the highest grand total score for the competition shall be crowned Miss Rodeo Okeechobee/Miss Teen Rodeo Okeechobee. The contestant receiving the second highest grand total shall be first runner-up. There shall be  runner-up categories announced for the MROP/MROS division. The contestant scoring the highest grand total score for Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Princess/ Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Sweetheart shall be crowned Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Princess/ Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Sweetheart.    
2. A tie for Miss Rodeo Okeechobee/Miss Teen Rodeo Okeechobee and runners-up will be broken by the horsemanship scores; the contestant with the highest score in horsemanship will receive the higher ranking. Judge #1’s scores will break ties for category winners, Appearance, Personality, and Horsemanship.  If a tie still remains, judge #2s score will be used . . . and so on until the tie is broken. 
PAGEANT DIVISIONS 

A. APPEARANCE—the purpose of this judged division is to select the young lady who rates highest in: 

1.  Attractiveness

2.  Grooming—to include neatness and cleanliness in every detail, such as complexion, hands, fingernails, hair, hat, boots, and other   wearing apparel. Meticulous care in general grooming is essential for a young lady to be considered as Miss Rodeo Okeechobee/Miss Teen Rodeo Okeechobee/ Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Princess/ Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Sweetheart. 

3.  Photogenic Quality—judges will have a head and shoulder picture to study of each contestant. A young lady’s strength of character and personality are reflected strongly in a wholesome appearance. 

4.  Poise and Posture—lady like behavior in every situation. 

5.  Knowledge of Proper Western Attire—contestants should be aware of what is fashionable western dress, with particular attention given to color coordination (contestants should know how the use of various color combinations can enhance appearance and eye appeal). Judges will be observing how a contestant’s clothes fit and suit her personality. 

6.  Contestants are expected to appear in “full western attire,” at all times, unless other wise specified. All outfits should include western hat, boots, and belt. 

7.  It is not necessary to invest in an excessive amount of expensive clothing. Judges will be looking for versatility and imagination displayed by the contestants. 

B. HORSEMANSHIP—the purpose of this division is to select the young lady who rates highest in: 

1. Horsemanship-Control of the horse and the way the contestant handles each situation that may occur. 

2. Balance-ability to sit steady in a saddle. 

3. Positions of hands, feet, and seat. 

4. Mounting and dismounting. 

5. Understanding and skill of the contestant will be judged and not the horse. 

6. There will be two go-rounds .  One round will be using patterns, as included in this book.  All contestants will use their own horse for this round.  A second go-round will be a 1.5 minute free style pattern created by the contestant.  At the discretion of the Judges, pattern may be altered.  Contestants will also be required to dismount and remount, and will be asked to carry a flag and/or perform additional maneuvers on horseback. Contestants will be asked to do a presentation ride following completion of their freestyle pattern.  Any changes and/or alterations to the horsemanship patterns will be announced to the contestants before the horsemanship competition begins.  

7. Contestants will provide their own horse and tack. Injury or illness, which will not allow a horse to work, will require veterinarian certification and will then be reported to the horsemanship director who will determine whether the horse can be taken from the grounds and another horse approved for the contestant.  All horses entering the Equestrian Center grounds are required to have a current health inspection and Coggins test.  For safety reasons, studs will not be allowed. 

8. Restrictions-There will NOT be any parents, relatives, friends, boyfriends, trainers, and etc. allowed in the horsemanship area during the competition. Also, there will be No One on and/or warming up the contestants’ horses. If so, contestant will be disqualified. (Lunging the horse is allowed).
10. Dress for horsemanship, is dark colored jeans, long-sleeve SOLID collared shirt. No vests, no jackets. Any color accessories (hat, boots, and belt) may be used. Gloves are not permitted. All riding attire should be neat and fit properly.  Showmanship should be considered, since contestants’ personalities do project from horseback to the audience and judges. 

11. Spurs-Contestants will be allowed the use of spurs during horsemanship.  

C. PERSONALITY—the purpose of this division is to select the young lady who rates highest in: 

1. Intelligence-good common sense. 

2. Education-conversational ability in rodeo and other areas, with special emphasis on grammar and enunciation. 

3. Attractiveness-not necessarily to mean beauty in this sense, but rather should note whether the contestant radiates self-confidence without making an issue out of it. She should also show maturity, high moral standards, sincerity, and integrity. 

4. Personality Reflections-to include the contestants’ style of attire, overall appearance, magnetism and eye appeal. 

5. Genuine interest in other people, in the pageant and in rodeo, and a noticeable consideration for others. 

6. Self projection- ability to project one’s personality, whether it is from horseback in an arena, on television, or before an audience.   Also, to be considered are sense of humor, showmanship, ambition, desire and enthusiasm. 

7. Happy outlook on life in general. 

8. Promptness in keeping pageant schedule. 

CONTESTANT EXPENSES

1. Pageant Entry Fee - All Contestants. Fees are due with applications. Made payable to: Okeechobee Cattleman’s Association  
2. Transportation – Responsibility of contestant. 
3. Meal Tickets- Each contestant shall sell 10 meal tickets.  Tickets will be handed out at orientation and are worth 20 points. 
4. Program Ads- Each contestant shall sell 5 ads (DUE AT ORIENTATION) for the Pageant Program.  Ads/pages are $10/half and $15/full page. This category may not apply with no Program is proposed.
5. Speckled Perch Rodeo Tickets- Each contestant will sell ten tickets prior to the pageant. Tickets will be handed out at the Orientation and are worth 30 points.
AWARDS PRESENTATION

1. Dress-Contestants are to dress in full western attire including hat, boots, and belt. 

2. All contestants MUST attend the Awards Presentation. Should a contestant not attend, she will automatically forfeit her awards. 

Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant Requirements

1. Application- Four (4) copies of application in a sealed envelope are due by December 1, 2017.
2. Entry fee is due with application post marked by Monday, December 1, 2017.

3. Photos are due with application.  One (1) vertical 8 X 10 and three (4) identical vertical 5 X 7 required (Labeled on back). 5 points deducted from score if not turned in with application.
4.  Attach a brief 2-3 paragraph biography.
5. Meal tickets- contestant must sell 10 meal tickets. Tickets will be available at orientation. 20 points will be added to score.
6. Program Ads/Contestant Page- Contestant will sell 5 ads for Pageant Program. $15 3”x 5” or $20 full 8”x 5”.

7. Orientation-  January 7, 2018 from 6-8:00pm.  All contestants will learn pageant routine at practices. Location and dates of practices-TBA
9. Contestants will be required to stay together for the duration of the pageant (except when saddling horses and warm up), unless there is cause for emergency.
10.  Pageant Schedule- TBA
Pageant Winners

 The winners of the Miss and Miss Teen divisions will receive a crown, sash and belt buckle.  First runner-up in this division will receive sash.
The winners of the Princess/ Sweetheart division will receive a crown, sash and buckle. First runner-up will receive a sash if they wish to participate during the year.  

The winners of the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee pageants will be required to sign a contract between herself and the Okeechobee County Cattlemen Association. 
The Queens’ reign will begin immediately following the pageant and will end at the following year’s pageant. The winners of the MRO pageant will receive their paid entry fee, if she chooses to enter the Miss Rodeo Florida Pageant during her reign.  OCCA will not be responsible for application, transportation or any other cost to enter the MRF pageant. If entry fees are paid and the contestant fails to participate in the MRF pageant, entry fees are to be paid back to OCCA.
Dress Code for MRO/MTRO Pageant Events

Photogenic: Outfit of your choice, (1) 8x10 (portrait) color head-and-shoulders photo. Picture must include western hat & attire (NO tiara or banner/sash). Outfit of your choice, (4) identical 5 X 7 (portrait) color head-and-shoulders photo with western hat & attire. NO OUTDOOR PHOTOS.
Orientation: Western attire (long-sleeve, pants, boots, belt and hat) of your choice. 

Personality Interviews, modeling, introductions/speeches:   Western attire (long-sleeve, pants, boots, belt and hat) of your choice. Vests or Jackets may be added for Personality Interviews.
Horsemanship: Dark pants, long sleeved solid colored shirt, boots, belt and hat. No vests, no jackets. 

Coronation:  Western attire (long-sleeve, pants, boots, belt and hat) of your choice.
Horsemanship – Free Style Pattern (MRO/MTRO Only)

Each contestant will be given 1½ minutes to show the horse to the best of her ability. Your time will start once you leave the alley way.   

A queen’s ride, acknowledging the audience, should be included your presentation. 

The announcer will acknowledge when 1 minute has elapsed, giving the contestant ample time to complete her performance. 

The entire 1½-minutes do not have to be utilized.

Contestant should focus on her ability to utilize the horse, as well as, the horse’s ability to perform. 

 Judges reserve the right to make alterations and/or additions to these instructions. 

PATTERN #1
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1.  Trot horse to center of arena.  

2.  Lope a complete a right circle.

3.  Stop. Complete a left circle.
4.  Continue lope towards the fence.

5.  Turn right about 10 feet before the center marker.

6.  Lope to the end of the arena, stop and complete a ½ turn to the right.
7.  Lope to the opposite end of arena past the center marker, stop and complete a ½ turn to the left.
8.  Continue back to center marker. Stop and back at least 10 feet.

9.  Make a ½ turn and signal for flag.  Once the flag is in place, lope the entire arena. Stop at the alley way.  
10. Turn and face north end of arena. Once acknowledged, discard flag.
11.  At a walk, approach the judges’ table and dismount. 

12.  Upon completion of Horsemanship interview, back your horse a few steps and mount.
[image: image2.jpg]Pattern 2

Horsemanship Pattern 2:
1. Circle the arena, on the lefi lead, el an extended lope.

2. Guide left and lope down the center of the arena with moderate speed.
3. Pass the center of the areng, stop and back to the center.

4. Execute a 3/4 tum to the right and lope a cirle, to the right, with mod-
erate speed

5. Change leads and lope & circle, o the left, with moderale speed. After
completing the circle, continue loping on the left lead toward the end of
the arena.

6. Stop and pause to show completion of pettern




7. Signal for flag.  Once the flag is in place, lope the entire arena. Stop at the alley way.  

8. Turn and face north end of arena. Once acknowledged, discard flag.

9.  At a walk, approach the judges’ table and dismount. 

10.  Upon completion of Horsemanship interview, back your horse a few steps and mount.

11.  Exit the arena. 

Thank you for being a part of the Miss Rodeo Okeechobee Pageant!




Pageant Coordinator:





Michelle Harper





863-634-6397





crackersam2000@gmail.com

8





7





6





5





4





3





2





1








